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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

As further illustrative of the comparative value of such a work, 
it may be noted that in certain minor classes of cases the oath is re- 
placed by a hand-grasp, that property damage may be adjusted at the 
same time the criminal case is heard, that the abuses surrounding the 
employment of expert witnesses are curbed by reasonable statutory 
provisions, that general verdicts may be supplemented by an auxiliary 
verdict and special interrogatories, that witnesses may be summoned 
by telephone, etc., that entirely private trials may be had for juvenile 
offenders, that the office of juror is a position of honor and that he 
receives no compensation, that a two-thirds verdict of a jury is suffi- 
cient for conviction, etc., etc. This limited enumeration (which might 
be considerably prolonged) is not given with any suggestion that the 
novelities, if any, indicated by these matters are necessarily such as 
are fit to be adopted, but they may at least correct the impression that 
Austria is a country of Mediaeval methods of justice. On the contrary, 
in many respects the system of criminal procedure there, shows signs 
of fertility of invention and a progressiveness which our system of law 
would find advantageous to imitate ; but it must be remarked that little 
is to be expected of legislative invention inspired by the unconsidered 
and unreflected methods which have characterized the activities of 
American State legislatives. These activities must be supplemented 
by statistical, historical and comparative investigations. No doubt the 
importance of this truth will in due season impress itself. 

"When a book in the German language is provided with an index and 
especially a good index, book-review tradition requires that the fact 
be noted, and it is therefore dutifully set down. 

Chicago. Albert Kocourek. 



Dm Straprechtliche Behandling der Jugend in England. By Dr. 
jur. Karl Struve, Gerichtsassessor. Otto Liebmann. Berlin, 1914. 
Pp. v+302. Paper m 7, bound m 8. 

It is curious that one should find in this German volume the most 
complete and systematic description of juvenile delinquency in Eng- 
land. The preface, written in March, 1914, indicates that the book is 
the product of the author's observation of the problems covered during 
his study of the judicial life of England from October, 1912, until 
June, 1913. The description is limited to the jurisdiction of England 
and "Wales, the procedure in which is, however, quite similar to that 
throughout Great Britain. The historical development is traced from 
the earliest mention of special provisions for youth in the eighth cen- 
tury down to the establishment of the first juvenile court in Birming- 
ham in April, 1905, and the establishment of the present methods of 
caring for children and young people under the Children's Act of 
1908 and the Borstal system of correction and training. On account 
of the special training of the author it is natural that the legal side 
of the care of juveniles should be very fully and carefully set forth. 
His breadth of interest is shown, however, by two-thirds of the volume 
being devoted to measures for the protection, punishment and discipli- 
nary training of those who have not reached their majority, including 
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descriptions of the places of detention, industrial schools, reforma- 
tories, probation and after care. 

While Dr. Struve refrains from expressing himself as to the desir- 
ability of transplanting British methods to Germany, he comments 
quite freely on the conditions in England which he believes are most 
potent causes of delinquency. His statistical comparison of juvenile 
delinquency in England and Germany indicates more convictions in 
proportion to the population in England with certain striking differ- 
ences as to the frequency of different offenses. In Germany there were 
6,243 cases of dangerous assault and battery against 242 the same 
year, 1911, in England. Destruction of property was nearly twice 
as frequent in England while convictions of children for moral offenses 
were only 98 in England against 1,014 in Germany. The punishment 
of 2,328 youths for begging and playing has no parallel in Germany. 

As general direct causes of delinquency in the large cities of Eng- 
land he sets forth especially the great social gulf between the lower 
and upper classes which is illustrated by 2% of the children under 16 
in England and Wales receiving poor relief. The second main cause 
he finds to be alcoholism which he finds mentioned either simply or in 
combination with other offenses in over 150,000 cases in one year in 
England. ' ' Truly nobody is so truly a product of environment as the 
youthful lawbreaker of the great cities of England." As secondary 
causes he discusses the absence of proper physical and mental recrea- 
tion and the passion for moving picture shows, betting and gambling. 
He even finds the view expressed that the juvenile lawbreakers are so 
much better cared for by the public than those in the same station in 
life who are not offenders against the law, that some parents are inclined 
to use the industrial schools as a means for training their children. 
From the instances cited one feels that the author has perhaps paid 
undue attention to the unfavorable conditions, although the criticisms 
made are offered in the friendliest spirit and indicate how the condi- 
tions impress one who is familiar with the stricter discipline of youth 
in Germany. An excellent nine-page classified bibliography covers 
the literature and reports on juvenile delinqueny in Great Britain. 

The University of Minnesota. James Burt Miner. 



The Probation System. By Cecil Leeson. P. S. King & Son, Orchard 
House, Westminster, London, pp. 191. 

In the introduction of this book Mr. J. H. Muirhead states : "Pro- 
bation is one of the most interesting of the signs of our times. It is a 
recognition, all too tardy, in the field of crime and punishment, first, 
of the sensitiveness of unformed character to the influence of circum- 
stances; second, of the responsibility of society itself for the direction 
of this influence ; and, third, of the superiority in certain well-defined 
cases of the method of home oversight to any form of prison discipline 
as a means of improvement. " 

Mr. Leeson 's book is a clear, brief and instructive presentation of 
the probation system. The author was a probation officer in England 
and in addition spent two years in studying probation work in the 
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